Testimony From: The National Association of State Outdoor Recreation Liaison Officers, 105H, ABNR Building, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211

For: Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Regarding Fiscal Year 2018 Appropriations 
May 26, 2017.

Thank you Chairwoman Murkowski, Senator Udall and other honorable members of the subcommittee for the opportunity to submit written testimony pertaining to funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund’s (LWCF) State Assistance Program in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 Interior Appropriations bill. 

Overview of Funding Request: As outlined below, we encourage you to continue the federal investment in the LWCF, especially as it relates to the state and local partnership created through the State Assistance Program.  We would like to remind the Subcommittee one of the key purposes of the Act was to help preserve, develop, and assure access to outdoor recreation facilities to provide recreation and strengthen the health of U.S. citizens in close to home venues.  Therefore, we urge you to continue to make greater investments in states and local communities by: 

· Appropriating a minimum of $110 million for the State Assistance Program in FY 2018.

· If overall allocations for LWCF are increased above FY 2017 levels we request at least 40 percent of FY 2018 LWCF appropriations be directed to the State Assistance Program. 

· Continue the innovative, “Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership” (ORLP) competitive grant program in FY 18 at $12 million.

About the National Association of State Outdoor Recreation Liaison Officers. We are an organization of state and territorial officials, appointed by our Governors to be a liaison to the federal government for the administration of and advocacy for the Land and Water Conservation Fund's State Assistance Program.  We work in this capacity to ensure close-to-home access to parks and recreation opportunities in communities throughout the nation and to ensure the program is administered effectively and efficiently.  
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The State Assistance Program of the LWCF.   Originally the majority of the LWCF was set aside to be a partnership program between the federal government and state and local political subdivisions to provide outdoor recreation in close to home locations.  These outdoor recreation facilities were meant to provide social, healthful and economic benefits and to improve the quality of life throughout the nation.  That is why in the original Act, 60 % of the LWCF was dedicated to state and local grants.   

However, after a ten year period a Congressional conference committee eliminated the % set aside for state and local grants, while incorporating a provision that required no less than 40% be dedicated to federal land acquisition.  Therefore, with the elimination of any percentage dedicated to state and local outdoor recreation grants the amount for state and local grants declined and the federal percentage increased over the years.  This is the primary reason there is a common misconception among many that LWCF is merely a federal land acquisition program.  We want to emphasize this was not true in the beginning of the program and it is certainly not true today.  We are proud the dollar-for-dollar matching grant of the State Assistance program requires a strong commitment from states and local governments to support construction of outdoor recreation projects and to operate and maintain them forever. 

The State Assistance Program requires that the ongoing maintenance of these areas are the responsibility of the state and local partner in perpetuity.  This is a real deal for the citizens of the nation, as the federal government encourages the development of outdoor recreation through these 50% matching grants and the citizens benefit from convenient access to these close to home areas.  One additional benefit is the areas developed and maintained through program remains the property of the state or local government, but the resources developed through the LWCF remain publicly accessible in perpetuity and are protected as such by the LWCF Act.
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In summary, we thank the committee for their on-going support of LWCF which provides close-to-home recreation access for our nation’s citizens and we look forward to our continued partnership with the National Park Service in administering the program.

Respectfully,

Lauren S. Imgrund, Pennsylvania State Liaison Officer

President, National Association of State Liaison Officers
